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         June 2008 – Number 2 

NEWS FROM KOORIE RECORDS UNIT AT PUBLIC RECORD OFFI CE VICTORIA (PROV) 

Welcome to the Koorie Records Unit (KRU) newsletter, which provides updates on 

activities and projects the KRU have conducted or are developing. 

The newsletter is published twice a year advising on new projects and future 

activities such as exhibitions and seminars. 

 

Contents Page No. 

1. Footprints  publication launch 1 

2. Common Access Guidelines project update 3 

3. Koorie Index of Names (KIN) update 3 

4. Koorie Records Unit new staff member 4 

5. Archival training for Bringing Them Home (BTH) w orkers 5 

6. Other news:     

 Koorie Records Unit display at PROV 5 

 Currach Folk  - Photographs by Bill Doyle    

 exhibition at PROV 6  

 Making a show of it exhibition at City Gallery 7 
7. Feedback  8 

8. About this Publication 8 

 

1. Footprints  publication launch 

Footprints: The Journey of Lucy and Percy Pepper 
was officially launched on 13 May 2008 by Minister 
for Aboriginal Affairs Richard Wynne at the Victorian 
Archives Centre in Melbourne. Over 150 people 
attended the launch, including many descendants 
from the Pepper family. 
 
Aunty Rita Watkins is a granddaughter of Lucy and 
Percy Pepper. As a family descendant, Aunty 
Watkins worked closely with PROV in the 
development of Footprints and spoke at the launch 
on behalf of the family.  
 
There was also a performance from the Birri-on 
Lakidjeka Aboriginal dance group, the children of 
Birrin-on Lakidjeka are also descendants of Lucy and Percy Pepper. 
 

Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 
Richard Wynne and Rita Watkins, 
Footprints launch 13 May 2008. 
Photograph: Anna Koh 
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Footprints co-authors Simon Flagg, left, 
Dr Sebastian Gurciullo, right with 
Rita Watkins, Footprints launch 13 May 
2008. Photograph: Anna Koh 

Footprints launch 13 May 
2008, back row, left to 
right, NAA Director 
General Ross Gibbs, 
Simon Flagg, Richard 
Wynne, Sebastian 
Gurciullo. Front row SGV 
Chairperson Lyn Austin, 
Rita Watkins and PROV 
Director and Keeper of 
Public Records Justine 
Heazlewood. 
Photograph: Anna Koh 

 

Birri_on Lakidjeka Aboriginal dance group performing at 
Footprints launch 13 May 2008. Photograph: Anna Koh 

Rita Watkins with family 
and friends at the 
Footprints launch 13 May 
2008. 
Photograph: Anna Koh 

 

Footprints presents the story of Lucy and Percy Pepper, who lived in Gippsland in 
Victoria, revealing the way their lives were affected by laws and government policies 
that defined who was ‘Aboriginal’ and who was not. This book reveals their struggle 
to survive ill health and poverty while keeping their extended family together. 
 
Most importantly the story is told through Lucy and Percy’s own written 
correspondence with government officials, thus allowing readers to gain an 
understanding of the difficulties Aboriginal people faced in Victoria in the early 
twentieth century. 
 
Footprints was proudly supported by Stolen Generations Victoria (SGV) and 
Department of Planning and Community Development. For further information about 
SGV please visit there website at: http://www.stolengenerationsvictoria.org.au/ 
 

Footprints costs $10 – download an order form from the PROV website: 

http://www.prov.vic.gov.au/publications/publns/footprints_orderform.pdf 
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2. Common Access Guidelines project update  

Over the last 6 months the KRU has been working on the Common Access 
Guidelines (CAG) project. The CAG project was created in response to 
recommendation 1 of the wilam naling report. 
 
Recommendation 1:  
That Victoria establish a new access framework for records affecting Indigenous people. The 
framework should comprise: 
 
• the establishment of an Information and Referral Service for members of the Stolen 
Generations wishing to locate their records, delivered by Public Record Office Victoria 
 
• the Information and Referral Service entering into a series of memoranda of understanding 
with service providers and government and non-government record-holders that will regulate 
the processes for release of information 
 
• the universal adoption of Common Access Guidelines by all record-holders to govern the 
release of information to Indigenous people. 
 
The CAG project is designed in two stages. The first stage focussed on reviewing 
current access standards, establishing working partnerships with key stakeholders 
and developing a proposed implementation process for CAG. Stage two incorporates 
the establishment, implementation, and launch of CAG and its promotion to the 
Victorian Aboriginal community.  

Thus far stage one of the research for the wilam naling CAG project has been 
completed and a report outlining the direction and implementation of stage two is 
being written for Aboriginal Affairs Victoria.  

The purpose of CAG is to implement guidelines to formalise standard access to 
records across a number of record agencies and enable Victorian Aboriginal people 
to have easier access to records. 

At present individual researchers are required to fill in different forms and 
documentation to gain access to records at different locations. Under the CAG 
proposal researchers would be able to fill in one form that will be accepted by a 
number of recordkeeping agencies and organisations. This will dramatically improve 
access to records for those affected by removal policies and the wider Victorian  
Aboriginal community. 

A huge step has been taken in the development of the CAG project, with Stolen 
Generations Victoria (SGV) officially committing to be the central organisation 
through which CAG Memorandums of Understanding will be established. This is a 
great achievement as without SGV involvement the CAG project was unlikely to 
succeed. Over the next 12 months PROV and SGV will be working together with the 
aim of officially launching the CAG in 2009. 

Once implemented CAG will help Victoria to continue to be a leader in Aboriginal 
recordkeeping, through demonstrating our commitment to improving recordkeeping 
standards across the board, enabling Victorian Aboriginal people to easily access 
records that can help them reunite with family, community and culture. 
 
For future updates on the CAG project please visit the KRU webpage on the PROV 
website at: http://www.prov.vic.gov.au/about/kru/default.asp 

 

3. Koorie Index of Names (KIN) update   

The KIN project was developed by PROV in response to recommendation 2 of the 
wilam naling report. The aim of KIN is to provide better access to Aboriginal records 
within PROV’s collection. Particular attention has been given to improving access to 
records for people affected by past government removal policies. 
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Recommendation 2:  
That Public Record Office Victoria undertake an indexing project of all relevant 
Victorian records in its custody to produce an Indigenous name index. 
 
The KIN project commenced in 2007 
and is currently indexing VPRS 1694 
Board for the Protection of Aborigines: 
Correspondence Files 1889–1931. 
 
Indexing is being undertaken by PROV’s 
volunteer program. Each week 16 
PROV volunteers inspect the 
correspondence generated by the Board 
for the Protection of Aborigines. This 
series contains correspondence that is 
both diverse and challenging for the 
volunteers: many people mentioned are 
not named, and often family 
relationships are obscure. To date the 
volunteer program has indexed 107 
files, 14760 pages and recorded 10275 
names. 
 

It is worth noting that the KIN project 
will be an ongoing indexing project 
with no definite end date. This allows 
PROV to index all records that have 
any relation to Aboriginal history. 
Indexing the Aboriginal records is the most crucial phase 
of the KIN project, however PROV also sees the benefit 
of indexing less relevant records such as inquest, 
wills/probates, land selection files etc. The reason for 
including all types of records as part of the indexing 
project is that it is often only through piecing together all 
the various sources of information that people are able to 
retrace a person’s story in full. 

 
This is why KIN is a unique indexing project, which has 
only been possible through the assistance of PROV’s 
volunteer unit. The KIN database is planned for launch in 
2008, while information continues to be updated on an 
ongoing basis. For more information please visit the KRU 
webpage on the PROV website at: 
http://www.prov.vic.gov.au/about/kru/default.asp 

 

4. Koorie Records Unit new staff member   

In 2004 National Archives of Australia (NAA) and PROV created a 
joint Koorie Reference Officer position. The Koorie Reference 
Officer position spends 50% of the time with the NAA and 50% 
with PROV handling all Aboriginal research inquiries. 
 
In April 2008 we advertised this role and received a number of 
qualified applications. We are pleased to announce the 
successful applicant was Olivia Slater, who started work in May. 
Olivia is a descendant of both the Noongar and Yamatji people 
from Western Australia. 

A petition lodged in 1931 with the Board for the Protection 
of Aborigines. Signatories were residents of Lake Tyers 
mission station seeking to prevent the removal of station 
manager Captain Newman. The petition was unsuccessful. 
PROV, VPRS 1694/P0 Correspondence Files, Unit 11, file 
May 1931 – June 1931 

A photograph of KIN volunteers 
hard at work in the volunteer room 
at the Victorian Archives Centre. 
Photograph: Suzy Leehane 

New PROV/NAA 
Koorie Reference 
Officer Olivia Slater. 
Photograph: Anna Koh 
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Olivia originally pursued a career in broadcasting, but after four years at the ABC she 
realised her strong urge to work with the Aboriginal community. The urge to pursue 
more meaningful work in her community was magnified by the fact that she lives so 
far away from her hometown of Perth. The role of Koorie Reference Officer was 
advertised shortly after this realisation and with the support of friends and family she 
hasn’t looked back. Working across both NAA and PROV and liaising with the Koorie 
Heritage Trust, SGV and various Bringing Them Home organisations has given Olivia 
the sense of professional fulfilment and satisfaction she knew was missing. Olivia 
looks forward to doing as much as she can for those Aboriginal people wanting, or 
needing to trace their family and community history. 

 

5. Archival training for Bringing Them Home (BTH) w orkers   

On 27 and 28 May 2008, the KRU delivered archival training to 18 BTH workers. The 
BTH workers are often the first point of contact for Stolen Generations members. 
There are 24 BTH workers across Victoria who work in various Aboriginal Co-ops. 
They are available to talk to anyone that has been affected by previous child removal 
polices. 
 
Initially the KRU was contacted by the Social and Emotional Well Being (SEWB) unit 
within the Victorian Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Organisation (VACCHO) 
to conduct the training. SEWB is responsible for providing training, seminars and 
workshops for the BTH workers to better aid them in assisting their Stolen 
Generations clients. 
 
Due to the various backgrounds of the 18 participants the archival training was 
tailored to the group's individual needs, while demonstrating the importance of 
researching areas outside the standard research fields. The training included tips on 
how to research records in both PROV and NAA collections and was designed with a 
hands on approach. We developed exercises that required participants to conduct 
research in a number of areas such as inquests, wills/probates, criminal records, 
Aboriginal Affairs records etc. This provided participants with a strong understanding 
of how to use and access archival indexes, of what original records looked like and 
the kind of information contained within them.  
 
The training was a huge success and VACCHO and KRU are currently looking at 
making this archival training a part of the standard induction program for all new BTH 
workers in Victoria. 

 
 
 
6. Other News  

Koorie Records Unit display at PROV 

Great news! PROV is pleased to announce that the KRU now has a display placed in 
the Victorian Archives Centre Corridor Gallery on level 1 (car park entry). The display 

A photograph of the Bringing Them Home workers at the PROV archival training workshops conducted at the 
Victorian Archives Centre 27 – 28 May 2008. Photograph: Diane Brodie 
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provides information about the KRU along with significant records and stories of 
influential and important Koorie people. 
 
This display will go a long way to further promoting the KRU profile to the community 
and further demonstrates PROV’s commitment to improving awareness of Aboriginal 
records within PROV’s collections. 
 
Exhibitions:   
Currach Folk  - Photographs by Bill Doyle  exhibition at PROV  

PROV is pleased to present the Currach Folk 
photographic exhibition at the Victorian 
Archives Centre.   
 
Currach Folk presents acclaimed Irish 
photographer Bill Doyle’s evocative studies of 
life on Ireland’s remote west coast in the mid 
1960s. 
 
Doyle travelled to the Aran Islands and Dingle 
Penisula in 1964 and 1965 visiting Gaelic 
speaking communities who still followed a 
traditional lifestyle of subsistence farming and 
fishing. Central to their livelihood was their 
distinctive currach, a light-weight canvas or 
hide covered boat used for fishing and 
transport. 
 
This selection of 31 photographs captures the hardship, dignity and humanity of 
‘currach folk’ whose lives are shaped by the sea. Black and white photographs focus 
on the fishermen and their boats while colour photographs poignantly record a 
funeral procession and ceremony which Doyle chanced upon at Inis Oírr (Inisheer) in 
1964.  
 
Currach Folk exhibition is proudly supported by the Celtic Club 
Melbourne. 
 
Currach Folk  - Photographs by Bill Doyle: 

When: Monday, 14 July to Saturday, 8 November 2008 

Where:  Victorian Archives Centre, 99 Shiel Street, North Melbourne 

Cost:  Free event 

For further details, visit http://www.prov.vic.gov.au/ 

Irish Day at PROV on Saturday 30 August 08 

As part of the Currach Folk exhibition PROV is holding an Irish Day on Saturday 30 
August 2008. The day will feature a panel discussion chaired by Professor Elizabeth 
Malcolm, traditional Gaelic Irish singing and music, walking tours of Irish North 
Melbourne, and screenings of the iconic film 'The Man of Aran'. 
 
For booking call: 03 9348 5600 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A photograph from the Currach Folk exhibition 
of Johnny Mhary Ó Donnchadha and Aindhí Ó 
Conghaile  Inis Oírr  (Inisheer) 1964 
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Making a show of it: Indigenous entertainers and en trepreneurs in 1950s 
Melbourne  
By Eddie Butler-Bowdon 
City Gallery, City of Melbourne 
 
The year 1951 marked both the 
Centenary of Victoria and the fiftieth 
anniversary of Federation in Australia. 
To celebrate these historical milestones, 
a specially selected Victorian 
Commemoration Committee planned an 
arts festival and a parade of floral floats 
through the streets of Melbourne. 
However, the absence of any 
Indigenous Australian content in these 
arrangements rankled members of the 
Aboriginal community. With only weeks 
to go before the festivities were due to 
start, community leader and Hon. 
Secretary of the Australian Aborigines’ 
League, Pastor Doug Nicholls (1906–
1988), obtained funding from the 
Commemoration Committee to mount a 
theatrical production.  
 
The all-Indigenous An Aboriginal 
Moomba: Out of the Dark was staged at 
Melbourne’s Princess Theatre and was 
received with critical and popular 
acclaim. Most of the principals in the 
concert-style production, including Doug 
Nicholls and filmmaker Bill Onus, were 
from south eastern Australia, but others 
had a connection to country further a 
field. The opera singer Harold Blair was 
from Queensland, and blues singer 
Georgia Lee was a Torres Strait 
Islander. 
 
The City Gallery at Melbourne Town 
Hall is revisiting this landmark event by 
presenting an exhibition entitled Making 
a show of it .  
 
While the City Gallery usually 
showcases the City of Melbourne’s own 
Art and Heritage Collection, it is delighted on this occasion to be able to also exhibit 
material on loan from PROV. The record series VPRS 7655/P1 Stationery and 
Photographs of State Occasions, 1936–1958, unit 1, which includes an original 
program and black and white photographs taken during one of the five performances 
of An Aboriginal Moomba, forms the nucleus of the exhibition.  
 
The exhibition looks in particular at how a groundbreaking theatrical event set the 
standard for what has evolved into the modern-day Moomba Waterfest. Celebrated in 
Melbourne every March since 1955, Moomba is one of the largest and longest-
running festivals in Australia. With its emphasis on community involvement, the 
festival commands a strong place in the social history of Melbourne. 

Above: A page from the program for An Aboriginal 
Moomba. PROV, VPRS 7655/P1 Stationery and 
Photographs of State Occasions, unit 1 
 
Below: A scene from An Aboriginal Moomba: Out of 
the Dark, 1951. PROV, VPRS 7655/P1 Stationery 
and Photographs of State Occasions, unit 1, image 9 
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The images and other associated ephemera that form the core of this exhibition, 
were curated by the renowned visual artists Destiny Deacon and Virginia Fraser. 

Making a show of it: 

Indigenous entertainers and entrepreneurs in 1950s Melbourne  

When: Wednesday, 9 July to Wednesday, 20 August 2008 

Where:  City Gallery, Melbourne Town Hall, corner of Swanston and Collins streets 

Cost:  Free event 

For further details, visit http://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au 

 

7. Feedback  

If you would like to send feedback and suggestions on the content of this newsletter 
or if you know someone who would be interested in receiving the KRU newsletter, 
please email ask.prov@prov.vic.gov.au  
 

8. About This Publication 

We have included you on our mailing list because you have indicated interest in 
receiving PROV information. However, if you do not wish to receive this newsletter, 
please email ask.prov@prov.vic.gov.au  or phone PROV Reception (03) 9348 5600 
and we will remove you from our list.  
 
You can access the web page version of this newsletter at 

http://www.prov.vic.gov.au/about/kru/ 
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