February 2009 — Number 3
NEWS FROM KOORIE RECORDS UNIT AT PUBLIC RECORD OFFI CE VICTORIA (PROV)

Welcome to the Koorie Records Unit (KRU) newsletter, which provides updates on

activities and projects the KRU have conducted or are developing.
The newsletter is published twice a year advising on new projects and future

activities such as exhibitions and seminars.
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1. Koorie Index of Names launch

The Koorie Index of Names
(KIN) database was officially
launched on Friday

19 December 2008 by
Community Development
Parliamentary Secretary Ms
Lily D'Ambrosio at the
Victorian Archives Centre in
Melbourne.

The KIN project was

developed by PROV in

H The launch of the KIN Database 19 December 2008, from left to right:
response ‘tO recommendatlon Simon Flagg, Justine Heazlewood, Lily D’Ambrosio and Jim Berg.
2 of the wilam naling report.

The report, released in June
2006, puts forward a new recordkeeping framework to improve access to Aboriginal
records held by Victorian government and non-government agencies. This project is
a partnership between PROV and Aboriginal Affairs Victoria, to address the
recommendations from Chapter 16 of the Bringing Them Home report relating to
archives and records.
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The aim of KIN is to provide better access to Aboriginal records within PROV's
collection. Particular attention has been given to improving access to records for
people affected by past government removal policies.

Attendees at the launch also heard a speech from highly-respected elder Uncle Jim
Berg, a descendant from the Gunditjmara tribe in Western Victoria and a member of
the Public Records Advisory Council. Uncle Jim spoke about the important roles that
indexing projects and volunteer programs such as PROV’s KIN volunteers play in
assisting Aboriginal communities and individuals reconnect with their culture.

In recognition of the outstanding work the PROV volunteer program has achieved
with the KIN database, all 16 KIN volunteer workers were presented with a certificate
of appreciation at the launch by Ms D'Ambrosio. To date the volunteer program has
indexed 110 files consisting of 15,200 pages, and recorded 11,094 names.

The KIN database is now available to the public. Researchers can only access the
KIN database from PROV’s reading room located at 99 Shiel Street, North
Melbourne. The database has been developed to be very user friendly. Researchers
can search by individual names, places and date ranges.

A KIN PROVguide has been developed to assist researchers; PROVguide 67
provides background information and basic step-by-step instructions on how to utilise
the KIN database. An online version is available on the PROV website at:

http://www.access.prov.vic.gov.au/public/PROVquides/PROVguide067/PROVquide067.jsp

Future KIN project

The KRU is also looking at the possibility of providing a copy of the KIN database to
Aboriginal organisations that deal first-hand with Stolen Generation clients such as
Bringing Them Home workers, Stolen Generations Victoria and Link-Up Victoria.

Some of the PROV KIN volunteers at the KIN database launch, 19 December 2008 from left to right: Maggie
Robinson, Lily D’Ambrosio, Justine Heazlewood, John Bolt, Liz Raven, Val Latimer, Simon Flagg, Gail
Thornwaite, Maria Baker and Irene Kearsey.
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2. Common Access Guidelines project update

Over the last few months the KRU has been working on stage two of the Common
Access Guidelines (CAG) project. The CAG project was created in response to
recommendation 1 of the wilam naling report, which recommended that a new
access framework for records affecting Indigenous people be established, including
common guidelines for all recordkeeping organisations governing the release of
information to Indigenous people.

The CAG project will be delivered in two stages. The first stage, completed in 2008,
focussed on reviewing current access standards, establishing working partnerships
with key stakeholders and developing a proposed implementation process for CAG.
Stage two incorporates the establishment, implementation, and launch of CAG and
its promotion to the Victorian Aboriginal community.



Sharon Huebner, the wilam naling Project Officer at PROV, has been meeting with
Births, Deaths & Marriages (BDM) and Stolen Generations Victoria (SGV) to
determine the proof of identity requirements needed for the CAG project. BDM has
strict proof of identity requirements which need to be met to enable them to sign up to
the CAG Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). At present a test model is being
conducted by SGV and BDM to determine the proof of identity requirements that will
be included in the CAG proposal.

Once the proof of identity clause is finalised Sharon will be working with targeted
recordkeeping agencies to establish the CAG MOU in 2009.

3. Footprints publication update

Footprints presents the story of Lucy and Percy Pepper, who lived in Gippsland in
Victoria, revealing the way their lives were affected by laws and government policies
that defined who was ‘Aboriginal’ and who was not. This book reveals their struggle
to survive ill-health and poverty while keeping their extended family together.

Footprints was officially launched on 13 May 2008 by Minister for Aboriginal Affairs
Richard Wynne at the Victorian Archives Centre in North Melbourne.

Since the launch of Footprints PROV has received nationwide interest from
Aboriginal organisations/communities as well as high demand from the education
sector, including TAFE, universities, and primary and secondary schools. Footprints
has also received outstanding media coverage with articles in the Koorie Mail,
Latrobe Valley Express and the Sydney Morning Herald. A review in The Age
newspaper listed Footprints as its ‘Pick of the Week’ of non-fiction publications.

Simon Flagg has also given numerous radio interviews about Footprints all across
Australia.

A Footprints webpage is currently being constructed within the KRU website and it
will be available later this year. This webpage will include podcasts of the launch and
radio interviews, links to media reviews, photos of the launch and images used in the
publication.

Footprints was proudly supported by SGV and the Department of Planning and
Community Development. For further information about SGV please visit its website
at: http://www.sgv.org.au/

Footprints costs $10 — download an order form from the PROV website:

http://www.prov.vic.qgov.au/publications/publns/footprints orderform.pdf

4. Koorie Records Unit staff member update

In our last newsletter we introduced Olivia Slater as our new
Koorie Reference Officer, which is a joint position with National
Archives of Australia and PROV. Olivia is now on maternity leave,
in the interim we have appointed Tsari Anderson as her
replacement.

Tsari is a trained historian who comes to the role of Koorie
Reference Officer with a passion for the ways in which history and

records can benefit the community. She has worked as a New PROVINAA
consultant historian and researcher for a number of years for Officer Tsari Anderson.
various public and private clients, and has extensive experience

working with Victorian Aboriginal records through several Photograph: Anna Koh

consultancies and projects that have involved delving into the

archives at NAA and PROV. Tsari is now looking forward to working with partner
organisations such as the Koorie Heritage Trust, Stolen Generations Victoria, Link-
Up Victoria and BTH workers, to assist Aboriginal people to access these important
records and to trace family or community histories and connections.



Tsari Anderson’s contact details:
Tel: (03) 9348 5773

Email: Tsari.Anderson@naa.gov.au

5. Other News

New Koorie Records Unit webpage under construction
Great news! The old KRU webpage is getting some much needed revamping in
preparation for a brand new look. The new KRU webpage will provide users with
more detailed information on the key projects being delivered by the KRU, including
pages for:
- wilam naling projects
This webpage will include information on the regional recordkeeping workshops
undertaken in 2007. Information and updates on the progress of CAG and KIN
and any future workshops or activities being developed.

Footprints
This will include podcasts of the launch and radio interviews, links to media
reviews, photos of the launch and images used in the publication.

An email will be sent to all KRU subscribers to inform you of the completion of the
KRU webpage, stay tuned in 2009.

Exhibitions: Max Dupain on Assignment photographic exhibition at PROV
PROV is pleased to present a Max Dupain photographic exhibition at the
Victorian Archives Centre in North Melbourne.

Max Dupain on Assignment is open to the public
at the Victorian Archives Centre from 15 January
until 22 May 2009.

A new touring exhibition from the National
Archives of Australia, Max Dupain on Assignment
features many Max Dupain photographs that have
never been seen before.

While Dupain is now famous for his artistic
photographs, over the years he also used his
camera to earn a living, working for
Commonwealth government departments and

companies such as CSR Limited. A photograph from the Max Dupain

. . . . exhibition of a young violinist rehearsing
During this time Dupain created some of his mMost  at the Methodist Ladies College in

imaginative works. A selection can be seen in Burwood, Sydney in 1971.
Max Dupain on Assignment. NAA: B4498, 28E7 Department of Trade

‘Max Dupain was commissioned by various

federal departments to take photographs of Australian life in the 1940s, 50s and 60s
to promote Australia overseas,’ said Caroline Webber, Exhibitions Manager with the
National Archives.

The new exhibition features eye-catching examples of his government images from
the National Archives’ collection, along with photographs he took for CSR Limited
that are now part of the collection of the Noel Butlin Archives Centre at the Australian
National University, Canberra. They include corporate and advertising shots, as well
as images of life on the canefields.

Max Dupain can make even the ordinary beautiful
Julia Meeli



6. Feedback

If you would like to send feedback and suggestions on the content of this newsletter
or if you know someone who would be interested in receiving the KRU newsletter,
please email ask.prov@prov.vic.gov.au

7. About This Publication

We have included you on our mailing list because you have indicated interest in
receiving PROV information. However, if you do not wish to receive this newsletter,
please email ask.prov@prov.vic.gov.au _ or phone PROV reception (03) 9348 5600
and we will remove you from our list.

You can access the web page version of this newsletter at
http://www.prov.vic.gov.au/about/kru/
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